1302 Spring 2019 Research Essay Assignment 
 
For your research essay, you’ll choose a key theme or idea from any of the works we’ve read for class, and you’ll write an analysis in which you explore and explain how the work you’ve chosen presents readers a specific insight about that theme/idea. 
For example, as we’ve addressed in class, people tell stories to both entertain and inform. We’ve read fables that present clear-cut morals. The fables are fun and entertaining, and the morals present clear lessons about life. Consider the moral of “The Two Crabs” and how it presents a greater truth about life. We went on to read several other works that present engaging stories and ideas. In each of those, you’ve seen key themes arise, such as loneliness, violence, love, faith, family, gender roles, and many others. In each story or poem, these themes presented us with unique insights into humanity and the lives we live. 
Taking that approach a step further, in your research essay, you should identify a greater truth or insight that arises from one of our readings from class. What lesson or meaning can you suggest is presented, or what unique insight is revealed about life, human nature, or the world in which we live? 
This assignment is similar to how you approached Essay 2, so let’s review that approach: 
In “The Open Boat” we know that the role of nature is a significant theme. But that’s a general idea. Perhaps you noticed something more specific and compelling in that: Perhaps you were intrigued by the helplessness the men in the boat felt and how they reacted to that. Why do they feel helpless? How does nature treat them? How do they respond to their helpless situation? 
Think of the line in the story in which the men “Want to throw bricks at the temple” but there were “no bricks and no temples” (268). If we’re intrigued by the specific view of the utter helplessness of these men in the face of nature, and we dig deeper and notice how they feel even more helpless by the fact that nature is indifferent about them, then we start to develop a specific position for our own essay thesis. We could begin to develop something along the lines of, “The men in ‘The Open Boat’ learn a terrible truth about nature; they learn that man is not only helpless against nature’s overwhelming power, but also that as individuals they are unimportant.” 
The significant difference now is that for the research essay, you’ll include at least two secondary sources that support your essay. 
Here are some questions you can ask yourself that will help you select and develop an essay topic: 
1) What concept or work interests you?  
2) What questions do you have about that work/concept? 
3) What answers are available in the work itself through specific quotes/lines? 
4) What kind of secondary information would help you answer the questions? Consider possible sources. Use library databases to find articles and books that address your topic. You can start by finding research that’s been written about the specific author or work you’ve selected, then dig deeper and see if other scholars have written about the same theme or idea that you’ve chosen. Has the author of your chosen work given interviews or written articles in which he/she provides insights? 
5) Write out a working thesis to your research paper. In other words, what would you like to prove to your readers in your essay? (Understand that this will change before its final version.) 
6) What major points stand out as examples/evidence that helps prove your thesis? 
7) Finally, review your working thesis and your evidence. Ask yourself if this is an obvious case. If so, you should probe more deeply for another approach. Ironically, easier topics make harder essays (and less interesting ones). Ask yourself if you are offering a unique insight into your chosen work/concept. 
 
For an example of a thorough research essay that addresses how a specific theme develops in a short story and how that theme relates to real life issues, look at the sample research essay on page 1340 in our book. Pay attention to how this essay uses secondary sources to help prove its points, as well. 
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